A revision of the Asian palm genus Chuniophoenix is given based on study of 22 herbarium specimens of wild origin from A, BH, FIPI, HN, IBSC, K, LE, MO, NY, and P. Three species are recognized, including a new one, Chuniophoenix suoitienensis.
spreading lobes; stamens 6, the 3 antesepalous ones free, the 3 antepetalous ones with filaments adnate to corolla lobes; gynoecium elongate, tricarpellate. Fruits 1-seeded, globose, obovoid, or pear-shaped; stigmatic remains apical; seed surfaces smooth or grooved and brain-like; endosperm homogeneous or ruminate; eophylls entire, acuminate.
Note:-Chuniophoenix is described as "hermaphrodite or occasionally polygamo-dioecious" and flowers as "solitary or arranged in a condensed cincunnus of 1-7 flowers" (Dransfield et al. 2008a) . The flowers illustrated by Dransfield et al., those of C. hainanensis, are shown to be hermaphrodite. Zona (1998) reported that all plants cultivated at Fairchild Tropical Garden were hermaphrodite, and that C. hainanensis flower clusters comprised older, pistillate flowers and younger, staminate flowers.
However, all these observations are based on cultivated plants. In all specimens examined here, of wild origin, there are 1-2 (rarely 3) unisexual flowers per bracteole (4-5 were observed in a cultivated plant, the one illustrated by Dransfield et al., Wei Chao-fen 123194) . Also, observations made here show that C. nana and C. suoitienensis appear to be dioecious, and the latter sexually dimorphic. Chuniophoenix hainanensis may also be dioecious, although there are too few specimens to confirm this.
It seems possible that these discrepancies arose from the much larger size of cultivated plants (hence more flowers per cincinnus), and the similarities between staminate and pistillate flowers, leading previous observers to confuse flower gender. It is possible that all species of Chuniophoenix are dioecious with few, unisexual flowers per bracteole. However, studies of wild plants are needed to confirm this.
Key to the species of Chuniophoenix

1.
Smaller palms with stems 1.0(0.6-1.5) m tall and 1. Stems clustered, 3.9(2.0-8.0) m tall and 6.8(6.0-8.0) cm diameter. Leaf sheaths split below the petiole to give a central cleft, winged along the margins, densely whitish-brown tomentose, the tomentum early deciduous; petioles length not recorded, tomentose as the sheaths; leaf blades divided into 24(20-28) segments, the central ones 54.4(26.7-67.0) cm long and 3.2(1.6-4.2) cm wide at the mid-point, the central ones briefly lobed at the apices, the lateral ones long acuminate at the apices. Inflorescences to 2 m long, branched to 3 orders; prophylls, peduncles, and rachises length not recorded; rachillae number not recorded, 18. 
FIGURE 2. Distribution maps. A. Chuniophoenix hainanensis (red dots). C. suoitienensis (blue square). B. C. nana (red dots).
Chuniophoenix nana Burret (1940: 97) . Stems clustered, 1.0(0.6-1.5) m tall and 1.3(1.0-1.5) cm diameter. Leaf sheaths not split below the petiole, not winged along the margins, densely whitish-brown tomentose, the tomentum early deciduous; petioles 24.1(9.5-44.0) cm long, tomentose as the sheaths; leaf blades divided into 6(4-7) segments, the central ones 27.6(22.5-31.5) cm long and 3.3(2.2-5.0) cm wide at the mid-point, acuminate at the apices, the central ones wider than the lateral ones, the central one sometimes splitting irregularly into 2-3 segments. Inflorescences to 0.4 m long, spicate or branched to 1 order; prophylls 3.7(3.0-5.0) cm long; peduncles 15.5(7.0-24.0) cm long, covered with tubular peduncular bracts; rachises 21.0(9.0-33.0) cm long; rachillae 1-4, 15.4(12.0-21.0) cm long; staminate and pistillate flowers yellowish, 1 per bracteole; staminate flowers with well-developed stamens and poorly-developed gynoecia; pistillate flowers with vestigial anthers and well-developed gynoecia. Fruits briefly pedicellate, globose, 11.8(9.5-14.5) mm long and 11.9(10.9-12.9) mm diameter, orange or red; seed surfaces smooth, with few grooves; endosperm homogeneous.
Distribution and habitat:-China (Hainan) and northern Vietnam (Lang Son, Quang Ninh, Vinh Phuc) (Fig. 2 ) in lowland rainforest or disturbed forest at 100-200 m elevation.
Taxonomic notes:-Although Henderson (2009) considered Chuniophoenix humilis to be distinct from C. nana, based on its "broad and hooded" leaf segments (versus narrower segments in C. humilis), no differences in leaves, nor reproductive structures, have been found in this study, and it is included here as a synonym. The status of Chuniophoenix nana in Hainan is somewhat doubtful. The only specimen examined here, the type of C. humilis, is a cultivated plant said to come from Mount Tiaolo, Lingshui County in Hainan. This is presumably the same place as the only other locality of the palm, Diao Luo Shan. There, a single, possibly cultivated plant was seen during fieldwork in 2006.
Local names and uses:-ai qiong zong, xiao qiong zong (China); cha (Vietnam) . No uses recorded. prophylls length not recorded; peduncles 25(10-40) cm long, covered with tubular peduncular bracts; rachises length not recorded; rachillae 6(1-11), 14. 
